
ADDRESSING  
SOCIETAL 
CHALLENGES USING 
TRANSDISCIPLINARY 
RESEARCH
OECD SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY 
AND INDUSTRY
POLICY PAPERS
June 2020  No. 88


	Abstract
	Foreword
	Acknowledgements
	Executive Summary
	Recommendations
	Governments
	Research Funders
	Universities and Public Research Institutions (PRIs)
	The academic community and science associations
	Intergovernmental Organisations

	Addressing Societal Challenges Using Transdisciplinary Research
	1.  Background
	2.  Transdisciplinarity and related research methods
	2.1.  Historical development
	2.2.  Relation between TDR and other related concepts

	3.  Methodology and Case Studies
	4.  Rationale for transdisciplinary research
	5.  Key parameters of transdisciplinary research projects
	5.1.  Breadth/diversity of interdisciplinarity
	5.2.  Depth of disciplinary integration
	5.3.  Degree/quality of interaction with non-academic participants
	5.4.  Composition of non-academic partnerships
	5.5.  Timing of participatory engagement
	5.6.  Types of knowledge

	6.  Research system challenges for the effective implementation of transdisciplinarity
	6.1.  Scientific disciplines and institutions)
	6.2.  Data management
	6.3.  Academic and professional training
	6.4.  Career advancement for researchers
	6.5.  Jurisdictional boundaries and international cooperation
	6.6.  Funding and evaluation of research proposals
	6.7.  Research publications, incentives and rewards

	7.  Challenges for transdisciplinary research extending beyond research systems
	7.1.  Engaging non-academic stakeholders in transdisciplinary research
	7.2.  Ethical considerations

	8.  Monitoring and impact assessment of transdisciplinary projects
	9.  Case study vignettes
	10.  Concluding comments

	Notes
	References
	ANNEXES
	Annex 1. GSF Expert Group Membership
	Annex 2. Case study questionnaire
	Annex 3. Workshop on transdisciplinarity and sustainability research, 24 May 2019, Paris
	Annex 4. Workshop on Transdisciplinary Research, 5 December 2019, Tokyo

	Glossary

