
Sustainable 
University Day 
2023

At the Sustainable University Day in Lucerne, an interactive and multi-faceted 
program awaits you, with participants from teaching, research, non-profit 
organisations, local and student associations – framed by artistic performances. 

Finding new ways – dialogue 
and networking to strengthen 
sustainability at Swiss 
universities

Sustainable University Day, 28 April 2023, 
9.00 to 16.30, Uni-/PH-Gebäude,
Frohburgstrasse 3, Luzern

Programme    

Registration 
go.u-change.ch/sud

Project market
12:00 - 15:45 hours

 9 : 00 - 9 : 30 Registration and coffee buffet 

 9 : 30 - 10 : 00 Welcome

 10 : 00 - 10 : 1 5 Performance

 10 : 1 5 - 10 : 45 Coffee break

 10 : 45 - 1 1 :  45 Workshop session I

 12 : 00 - 13 : 00 Workshop session II

 13 : 00 - 14 : 30 Lunch break 

 14 : 30 - 15 : 30 Workshop session III 

 15 : 30 - 15 : 45 Break

 15 : 45 - 16 : 1 5 Panel discussion with academic (political) actors from different levels 
    Between academic freedom, climate strikes and planetary urgency: Which future   
    paths are Swiss universities taking? 

 16 : 1 5 - 16 : 30 Conclusion and performance

 16 : 30     Final aperitif



Sustainable 
University Day 
2023

Tra di noi «Among us»               10:00 - 10:15 hours

It is among ourselves that we create our possible present and that we make reality exist. The individual is so 
important in the whole that without 1 there is no 2, but also so dispensable that it does not exist on its own. We do 
not exist as individuals because we are the constant conversation of our body and mind, feeding off each other, 
constantly covering the empty spaces of our other selves. Who am I without you? What are we all doing here? And 
where do the problems come from?

Cast/ Design, production and direction/ Scenography: Julio Yanes and Eva Sotriffer (Puppets)
Assistance to the dramaturgy and external view: Vlatko Kultzen
Music: Max Castlunger / Text: «Felicità» from Claudia Fabris, «Parole sotto sale»
A project supported by U Change

Sustainable Poetry                      16:15 - 16:30 hours

The two artists articulate in their poetic performance the complexity of the themes discussed during the day and 
question us through wordplay, language play and humour about the possibilities of collaborative engagement for 
sustainability.

Performance languages: German and French
Artists: Samuel Basil Rhomberg, Slam Poet, Bern & Klimte, Poet, Genève

Project market

Performances

Visit the project market in the foyer from 12:00 - 15:45 and 
get to know a variety of sustainability projects in the 
university environment. The wide range aims to inspire, 
invite for networking and facilitate partnerships.
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2023

Session 
Language

(tr. FR):   simultaneous translation to french
(DE tr.):   simultaneous translation to german

Workshops
A wide range of workshops awaits you. 
Each workshop is offered twice (see schedule). 

1 Sustainability in three 
dimensions

Dominic Church, Project 
leader Strategieentwicklung, 
Stadt Luzern Immobilien

Climate crisis, demographic change or biodiversity: 
many aspects of sustainability come to the fore in urban 
development. A neighbourhood walkabout and visit to 
the Schüür concert venue explores the challenges 
facing the City of Lucerne and the goals and measures 
it is pursuing.

Session I:
DE

Session II:
EN

2 What kind of knowled-
ge is helpful to find 
new ways?

Dr. Sibylle Studer, 
Prof. Dr. Christian Pohl and 
Theres Paulsen, td-net –
Network for Transdisciplinary 
Research, Swiss Academies 
of Arts and Sciences

In this workshop we explore «Three Types of Knowled-
ge» and practice to formulate questions in such a 
manner that they generate actionable knowledge. 
Do we already know the destination, but not yet the 
path to get there? Or do we first need to deliberate on 
where to go?

Session I:
DE

Session III:
EN

3 Exchange of good 
practices and ways of 
good cooperation for 
student projects and 
funding platforms

Yves Gärtner and Lucrezia 
Oberli, U Change funding 
programme, Swiss Acade-
mies of Arts and Sciences

Share your own success, formulate difficulties and 
benefit from the experience of others: This is the main 
topic of this workshop. Guided by thematic focuses and 
key questions, participants share experiences and 
discuss promising approaches.

Session I:
FR

Session II:
DE

4 Cooperation with 
higher education 
institutions to support 
student engagement 
with sustainability

Mégane Schafhirt, Focus 
Sustainability

The national student centre Focus Sustainability 
supports students across Switzerland to engage 
meaningfully with sustainability. We invite you to help 
foster productive collaboration with higher education 
institutions.

Session I:
EN  

Session III:
FR (DE tr.)

5 New construction 
Campus Horw

Monika Kloth, Pädagogische 
Hochschule Luzern,  Sarah 
Federli, Hochschule Luzern, 
Technology - Architecture

On the way to a sustainable campus: Which social, 
economic and ecological aspects must be taken into 
account?  We give an insight into our project and 
discuss together ideas that could be implemented in 
construction or operation.

Session II:
DE (FR tr.)

Session III:
DE (FR tr.)

6 Housing and sustaina-
bility as an inter- and 
transdisciplinary field 
of action

Selina Lutz, Project leader 
Hochschule Luzern – Techno-
logy & Architecture Dr. Ste-
phanie Weiss, lecturer and 
project leader Hochschule 
Luzern – Social Work Stefan 
Kunz, Co-leader Interdiscipli-
nary Clusters (ITC) Space & 
Society, Hochschule Luzern

On the topic of housing, diverse and partly diverging 
demands emerge in terms of sustainability. From a 
research and teaching perspective these challenges 
can only be approached in an inter- and transdiscipli-
nary way. In the workshop, we will discuss the particu-
larly urgent challenges and show approaches for 
solutions.

Session II:
DE (FR tr.)

Session III:
DE (FR tr.)



7 Sustainability through 
sufficiency?

Prof. Klaus Mathis, Center for 
law and sustainability, 
Universität Luzern

Both the efficiency and consistency strategies rely 
mainly on technical innovations, whereas the sufficien-
cy approach starts with the behaviour of consumers. 
This workshop will therefore explore the question of 
how we can personally change our behaviour towards 
sustainable consumption.

Session I:
DE (FR tr.)

Session II:
DE (FR tr.)

8 Insight into the 
continuing education 
course «Sustainability 
for Lecturers in Design 
& Art»

Samuel Perret, Docent 
Objectdesign HSLU D&K and 
Leader Strategy und Innova-
tion at Milani Design & Con-
sulting AG, Daniela Zimmer-
mann, lecturer Textile-design 
HSLU D&K and freelance 
designer

We will look back at two implementations and present 
the contents of the three modules «BASICS - Introduc-
tion, Holistic Thinking», «ACTION - Design Tools, 
Initiatives» and «HOLDING - Personal Positioning». 
Furthermore, we will provide an insight through the 
perspective of a former course participant.

Session I:
DE

Session II:
DE

9 How can sustainability 
be effectively integra-
ted into university 
teaching?

Sandra Haessig, project 
supervisor OST Ostschweizer 
Fachhochschule Institut 
WERZ, Sandra Wilhelm, 
anders kompetent GmbH

As part of a FOEN research project, WERZ Institute is 
evaluating how sustainability can be effectively integra-
ted into university teaching. At the workshop, we will 
discuss recommendations for action and possible 
further developments based on pilot projects and 
experience reports.

Session II:
EN

Session III:
DE

10 Sustainability: An 
ethical debate

Prof. Dr. Peter G. Kirchschlä-
ger, Ordinarius for Theological 
Ethics and Director of the 
Institute for Social Ethics ISE, 
Theologische Fakultät, 
Universität Luzern

What does sustainability mean from an ethical perspec-
tive? How can this principle be ethically justified? There 
will be an interactive discussion about different approa-
ches and concepts to sustainability

Session I:
DE (FR tr.)

Session II:
DE

11 Better Science: Your 
Ideal University

Mara Hofer, Board Member 
Students' Association Ressort 
Equality & Human Resources, 
Universität Bern; Joel Schaad, 
Research assistant, Depart-
ment for Equal Opportunities, 
Universität Bern

What does the ideal university look like? How do people 
treat each other, what values are important to them? 
What is their idea of academic excellence? In the 
workshop, participants formulate their image of an ideal 
university and find out how they can make it a reality.

Session I:
EN

Session III:
DE

12 How can thinking 
processes be sustai-
nably designed?

Ursula Ulrich, Centre for 
theatre education of the 
PH Luzern

The participants experience an artistic-creative access 
to the topic of sustainability – through a theatre-peda-
gogical approach and the entanglement of head, space 
and body.

Session II:
DE

Session III:
DE

Workshop Programme

Workshops 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 1 12

Session I
10:45 - 1 1:45

DE DE FR EN
DE

(FR tr.)
DE

DE
(FR tr.)

EN

Session II
12:00 - 13:00

EN DE
DE

(FR tr.)
DE

(FR tr.)
DE

(FR tr.)
DE EN DE DE

Session III 
14:30 - 15:30

EN
FR

(DE tr.)
DE

(FR tr.)
DE

(FR tr.)
DE DE DE

(FR tr.):   simultaneous translation   
               to french

More info about the programme 
can be found at: go.u-change.ch/sud

(DE tr.):   simultaneous translation    
               to german


