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1) Important dates, enrolment, ECTS recommandations 

Next mentored course starts 22. February 2021  

The course will be mentored from: 22. February to 4. April 2021 

The course will be available on FutureLearn for inscription until end of 

2021. Learners have 8 weeks free access to the course (from the date of 

the course start or their inscription respectively).  

td-net keeps the complete MOOC material available: 

https://bit.ly/tdmoocaccess 

Inscription is open and free: https://bit.ly/tdmooc 

We recommend the course for master students, PhDs and postdocs, 

project leaders, and practitioners engaged in research cooperation.  

However, everybody interested or involved in searching solutions for 

complex societal challenges will benefit from the course. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course duration: 6 Weeks 

Estimated study time: 30 hours in total  

Proposed ECTS: 1-1.5 points for following the course  

The course offers many opportunities to explore the topics more in depth, 

e.g. additional publications, case documents, videos and links, or taking the 

discussion prompts as basis for written exercises. This may justify to 

increase ECTS to 1.5 – 2 points or higher. 

To reduce study time, it is possible to choose only two cases out of the five 

presented and follow only those. 

ECTS points, including the respective tests have to be handled by the 

responsible lecturers according to their institutional regulations.  

For further information please contact tobias.buser@scnat.ch 
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2) Institutions behind the course  

Together with outstanding experts from seven universities and institutes of 

higher education, and the Commission for Research Partnerships with 

Developing Countries, the Swiss Academies’ Network for Transdisciplinary 

Research (td-net) coordinated and co-produced the first massive open 

online course (MOOC) on transdisciplinary research.  

          

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

We are convinced, that students, researchers and practitioners from all 

backgrounds should have the opportunity to learn how to do research that helps 

to overcome societal challenges. Granting open access to this course provides a 

unique leverage point to increase access and extending reach equitably across the 

higher education landscape globally. Besides self-study and exchange with 

learners from all parts of the world, the course can be integrated in lectures, 

courses, and trainings. 
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3) Course syllabus 

 

Main Topics covered by the MOOC:  

• Research skills needed in order to produce relevant outcomes for 

society and academia 

• Transdisciplinarity: principles, research processes, and application 

• Guiding questions, phases, and steps in transdisciplinary projects 

• Pitfalls and opportunities in transdisciplinary projects 

• Ethical implications of co-production processes 

• Examples of transdisciplinary projects on sustainable development, 

migration, and health topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of the course, you will be able to... 

• Develop your research skills as you investigate how to co-produce 

knowledge for society and academia.  

• Reflect transdisciplinarity – its principles, its research processes and 

the context in which it is promising.  

• Apply transdisciplinary approaches to societally relevant questions.  

• Identify guiding questions, phases and steps of transdisciplinary 

project.  

• Apply the principles and steps of transdisciplinary research to 

examples in order to reflect the implication for your own projects.  

• Reflect the role of scientists and stakeholders in society and 

consider the ethical implications of co-producing processes.  
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4) Suggestions for integration into lectures, 

seminars, project work 
 

a) Students complete the whole MOOC, essay or test at the end. Essay 

topics can be based on discussion prompts offered in the MOOC, 

for example:  

 

• What are your personal three key learnings from this course? 

• What are the most important changes in how you think about 

research approaches to complex societal challenges? 

•  What learning will you be able to adopt in your work? 

•  What learning would you like to apply in the near future? 

•  What additional competencies and skills would you like to 

strengthen for effectively addressing societal challenges? 

• What do you see as specific strengths and limitations of your 

discipline to engage with other disciplines and societal actors? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) After an introduction, students work through one or two weeks of 

the MOOC, then discuss online or in-person (seminars, lectures), in 

small groups or plenary, then they work through the next 1-2 

weeks of the MOOC, followed by discussion. Discussions can be 

based on the discussion prompts in the MOOC, and /or can be 

linked to the specific subjects and tasks of the curriculum, lecture 

or seminar. 
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c) Project groups work on a specific project, going through some or all 

three phases of a td-project. The MOOC serves as resource for 

designing, conducting, coordinating a research project that 

addresses societal challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) Combine own teaching material with specific elements of the 

MOOC (specific theory and methodology steps, one or several 

cases). 
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5) Course Overview – week by week 
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