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A joint Code of Conduct for Scientific Integrity

Bern, May 11, 2021

swissuniversities, the Swiss National Science Foundation and Innosuisse - the Swiss Innovation
Agency - have jointly drawn up a Code of Conduct for Scientific Integrity under the auspices of the
Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences. It takes into account new developments in science,
facilitates cooperation across institutional borders and strengthens quality assurance in research.

Inadequate recognition of significant contributions to scientific publications, bias in evaluating
research projects or impairment of research freedom when making private grants - possible
misconduct can occur across the whole range of acquisition and dissemination of scientific
knowledge. The new Code of Conduct for Scientific Integrity is intended to counteract such
misconduct, but also and above all to demonstrate what constitutes good practice in scientific
work. Good practice is guided by the basic principles of reliability, honesty, respect and
accountability. The Expert Group on Scientific Integrity has updated the principles and rules of
procedure applicable to scientific integrity, and the relevant regulations dating from 2008, taking
into account the European ALLEA Code of Conduct (2017). “Scientific integrity is the backbone of a
healthy scientific culture - only if the entire scientific community shares these basic principles will
we be perceived and accepted as credible by society and politics”, said Marcel Tanner, President of
the Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences.

Implementing standards and procedural principles

The Code also recommends that procedural steps such as mediation, investigation, sanction and
appeal be clearly defined and delimited from one another with appropriate procedural principles.
Higher education institutions and funding organizations are responsible for the way in which these
standards are anchored in their own regulations and implemented in practice.

Broad-based support

After more than two years of work by the Joint Expert Group on Scientific Integrity, the Code of
Conduct has now been adopted by the competent bodies of the Swiss Academies, the Swiss
National Foundation, swissuniversities and Innosuisse. “Academic integrity concerns everybody,
from university management to first-year students, from researchers to the funding entities,”
stressed Edwin Constable, president of the Expert Group.

For more details please contact:

Karin Spycher, Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences
E-Mail: integrity@swiss-academies.ch

Tel. +41 31 306 92 35

Further information:
Website: go.akademien-schweiz.ch/integrity
Virtual panel discussion: go.swiss-academies.ch/scienceafternoon-integrity
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The Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences are an association of the Swiss Academy of Natural
Sciences (SCNAT), the Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences (SAHS), the Swiss
Academy of Medical Sciences (SAMS), the Swiss Academy of Engineering Sciences (SATW) and
the Swiss Young Academy (SYA). They further comprise the two centres of excellence TA-SWISS
(Foundation for Technology Assessment) and Science et Cité, as well as other scientific networks.
The Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences network the sciences regionally, nationally and
internationally. They represent scientific communities on a disciplinary and interdisciplinary basis
and independently of institutions and subjects. Their network is geared to the long term and
committed to scientific excellence. They advise politics and society on knowledge-based and
socially-relevant issues.
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